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By Marc Potvin

| will celebrate my 47™ Christmas
this year. | find it amazing that none
of them have been the same. Some
were filled with fun and laughter
while others were more subdued.
There were some Christmases |
wasndt too sure
especially when | was a teenager.
As a parent | have watched my chil-
drends glee as we
the celebration of that special day.

Perhaps my favourite part of Christ-
mas is trimming the tree. The reason
is simple. | love the stories held by
each ornament. If you were to come
to my house in a few weeks, you
would see a tree with a mishmash of
different ornaments. Some are hand
made by young hands. Others are
crafted by people of experience.
Some of the ornaments were given
as qifts by special people while oth-
ers were purchased in places that
hold special meaning for our family.

Each year, as we open the Christ-
mas boxes, | am transported back
in time. As each family member
chooses ornaments to hang, | of-
ten hear the word
member when?o
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[{ﬁf/ﬁ Memories of Christmas
g

Memories are a won-

derful gift. | think they are given to us to
make us aware of the importance and the
worth of life - our own life, and the lives
of those around us.

h o Mbelieve thdt is thd pdint bf E€lristmas -

that our lives are worth a lot. They are
worth enough to God that He took per-
sohal integpest M psa Heeseht Hisdight in
our midst so that we could find our way
through life.

This Christmas, may you make many
new memories, remembering the gift of
life that God himself has given to you and
to those you love.

fin Him was life, and that life was the light
of all people. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not over-

comeit. 6 Gospel of St.
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Time: 7:00 PM
Exceptions:JULY, AUGUST & DECEMBER
BY NOTIFICATION i All meetings are open to the public,
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EDI TOR6 S NOTE
By Suzanne Trudeau Gormley

58 €8

Phew! | canot believe
newsl etter done! Hi !
the block (6 yrs. anc

other one of those Ontario transplants)
and now | can finally get on with the
business of Christmas
band thinks a Yeti has moved in to our
computer room! Thanks to all newslet-
ter members, passed and present, for
your help and support. A HUGE thank
you to my husband for all his support,

technical hel p and pa:
have done it without
to chat S 0ome mor e b
yourselves a Merry 1

a safe, healthy New Year! Joyeux No&l!

The Centre Post is published four
times a year:
September - December,
March and June.

DEADLINES for news items, etc.
are due by the 1st day of these
months, with the Newsletter at the
outlets by the 21st. It is always
good to get your information in ear-
lier than the deadline.

FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS,
STORIES, ADS or INFORMATION
CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

Setup of newslettercontact:

Suzanne Trudeau Gormley at 67869
E-mail: centrepostlady@hotmail.com

To place aradvertisement call:
Mike Sweeney at 672780.
Or call TerryLee King at 6790777



§ MONEY TALKS

Since the feds changed the rules on
splitting of pension income between
partners/spouses, a lot people have
wondered if they should start or con-
tinue to make deposits into spousal
RRSPs or not .
narios where these new rules may
benefit you.

For 2007 and onward, any Canadian
resident who is receiving income quali-
fying for the pension income tax credit,
can shift up to 50% of it to their spouse
or common-law partner, provided that
individual is also a Canadian resident.

| f t hat
age of 65, that income must be received
only from a registered pension plan (a
defined benefit or defined contribution
pension plan). If they are 65 or older, it
can also come from RRIF and/or LIF
withdrawals as well as annuity pay-
ments.

Even though these new rules can pro-
vide tax savings for partners or spouses
unable, so far, to have equal incomes
during retirement, relying solely them for
future planning could be a mistake. If
the couple used a spousal RRSP, dur-
ing the income earning years, to create
equal retirement funds (taking into ac-
count any pension income that will be
received), t heyol I

planning flexibility down the road.

Where the higher income earner has
no employer pension t her e b s
chance to split income with the spouse/
partner wuntil age 6
that higher earner with Joan as his
spouse. I f he retir
be allowed to allocate any of his income
to her until heds 6
his RRSP to a RRIF or an annuity.

Let 6s

Asplittingc
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-The Spousal RRSPééwh epSRe

Since the RRSP maturity age is now In summary, a spousal RRSP can

cover depression or is inadequate, he * Sundays , 10:1% Worship
may end up having to draw on his m S
RRSP. A spousal RRSP provides ad- e SerV|ce

ditional capital to replace his income Eangrd United Church
and help maintain the family's lifestyle. o yvv,yvxécanardunitedchurch.org
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71 (again), heoll |§1dd eno'ugh savi.ngs 'for drawing on ¢
RRSP at least 6 years early, just to in a variety of situations. In a per-
achieve a split. If either or both of fect world, adequate, far-less tax-
them both retire before 71, spousal able non-registered funds would be
RRSPs would make it possible to draw _ available instead.
equally from their plans before the )
pension splitting provisions begin. It Just because these new pension
could also keep some of their RRSP splitting rules could be helpful for
holdings intact and tax-deferred future days, never rely on them
l ongeré...until agsSolely. Aways consult a qualified
financial advisor to help make your
Where one spouse is planning an future as financially bright as possi-
extended leave from the workplace, ble.
setting up a spousal RRSP in that
spouseds name, ¢ o uSteve E. Peverill PFP, is an inde- |
. have enough income afterwards: as in, Péndent Professional Financial
the case of mom or dad taking time off - Planner, living with his family here
after childbirth. in Centreville and practises
throughout Kings, Hants and Hali-
They might also consider contributing fax counties.
to an RRSP in their own name, to add
to their possible income.
Where the RRSP Hg Community Events ¢
Plan &/or the Lifelong Learning 1
Plan will be used in the near future, 1
a spousal RRSP can make sure each e >
partner will have a larger to purchase ;,, ..;
that home or pay.for one of their post- ¢ Every Monday, 6 7 p.m3 TOPS ¢
secondary schooling. . .
« 1st/3rd Thur®d Good Neighbour ¢
Where one spouse or partner be- o Club
comes disabled and can no longer < Big Breakfast .
continue to work, as in the case of é X Monthlyd 3rd Saturday ¢
Jack & Jill, where she has an income :
twice that of his but neither have a & 3rd Monday, 2p.m.Sheffield .
pension. Letds sayiMlhdk LufbDiegtsr |f@
severe depression and must leave his ¢ |nstitute
"wor k. | f his d|sap|l|ty policy
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AND CAST IRON

J HALL®S MARI TI ME WE
4 Centreville (Northville), N.S.

WOOD SPLITTERS
-Tractor & Portable Models
- SALES, SERVICE AND RENTALS
- BOILER RETUBING
- SANDBLASTING, SAND
- CERTIFIED HI-PRESSURE
ALL TYPES OF WELDING MIG, TIG, STAINLESS, ALUMINUM
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Story from the Family Farm
By Mack Frail

Christmas is not quite
the same as it was when
| was a boy growing up
on our family farm in
Centreville. The excite-
ment is there and it is
still a very special occa-
sion but Christmas has become more com-
mercialized with people spending a lot
more money. It is the simplicity back then
compared to the more elaborate Christmas
of today that | remember the most. We did
not have the big shopping malls that we
now have. A lot of the items for Christmas
were purchased from the Timothy Eaton or
Simpsons' mail order department in On-
tario. There was some anxiety when the
order had not arrived as Christmas drew
near.

Going from Centreville to
Kentville on the train to do
Christmas shopping has
special memories for me.
Kentville was a busy shop-
ping centre in those days, and the stores
were decorated for Christmas.

The old general store in Centreville was
also decorated and very busy when it
served a large area and carried a wide
range of merchandise. The store became
the Ruren Thorpe
son William took over the store in 1920.
There have been seven proprietors since
the store began, and it is now Wards Gen-
eral Store. | can recall when | was a boy
there was a room in the back of the store

that was used to display toys. | would look at
these toys wishing that | would receive some
of them for Christmas gifts. | can not recall
that | was disappointed when these more
expensive items were not under our tree on
Christmas morning. My parents were an av-
erage family living in those difficult years dur-
ing the 1930(s) and 1940(s) they worked hard
to bring up eight children on their small family
farm.

The Christmas tree was cut from our wood lot
by the older boys and set up and decorated
usually the day before Christmas. Most of the
decorations were made by us children. There
were no artificial trees back then. A lot of the
gifts that we received were clothing and we
were pleased to get the new warm clothes. |
can remember the | umb
most children wore in those days, and the
smell of the new leather mittens. There were
gifts that were made by my mother such as
knitted stockings and mit-
tens. My father made sleds,
rocking horses, doll houses
and such items for Christ-
mas. We were anxious on
Christmas day to go out-
side and try out some of
these gifts. | can recall the baking that my
mother did in preparation for Christmas as an
enjoyable time. She would allow her children
to help her in some small way so that we
were a part of preparing for the celebration.

A few weeks before Christmas, the children

s t o r in the Centreville School began practicing for

the Christmas concert. There were certain
days when all of the children would go from
the school that is now the Centreville Com-
munity Centre to the Hall School on the cor-
ner of 221west and 359 hwy. This old build-

DELFT HAUSB & B
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1942 Hwy 359 Centreville

ing that was so much a part of Centreville
was torn down in 1997. The practice as well
as the concert was held in this building. The
concert was held in the evening a few days
before Christmas. Every seat in the hall
would be filled and there would be people
standing to enjoy these popular events.
Names were drawn by the children in the
school and gifts were exchanged. The
teacher purchased a gift for each child in her
classroom, usually a bag of candy and an
orange. The children would be anxiously
waiting for the arrival of Santa Claus to pass
out the gifts from under the Christmas tree. It
was Vern Manson who played the part of
Santa Claus for many years and he was well
suited for the part, not only because he had
the natural physique but he was very jovial
and he loved the children. After being Santa
for so many years some of the children were
beginning to hear who it was dressed in the
Santa Claus suit. At one Christmas concert
when playing Santa Claus Vern held his
small daughter Betty in his arms and she
exclaimed "Itods

There were some people who liked to reveal
their secret to those near to them in the hall
in rather a loud whisper they could be heard
saying "lts Vern
only ones who knew who it was. But who
was it at the Christmas concert in 1947 that
entered the hall with a Ho-Ho-Ho? The peo-
ple in the hall knew that it was not Vern Man-
son that was dressed in the Santa Claus
suit, because he was walking about the hall
and made himself visible for everyone to
see. Santa appeared just as plump and jo-
vial as other years, while passing out gifts
from under the Christmas tree.
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Centreville Kwikway and Diner
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The perfect location for a romantic getaway, or pamper
weekend with friends - enjoy our fabulous on-site o~

AVEDA spa facilities by BelLeaf Salon & Spa. Check
our monthly specials at www.delfthaus.com

6786473 - 6784163

955 Lydiard Road
RR#2 Centreville, Nova Scotia

Great Foodd Friendly Service!
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