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T H  E  C E N T  R E  P O S T  

Centreville District  

Community Development Association 

BOARD OF DIRECTORSô MEETINGS 
Where: Centreville Hall 

When: Fourth Thursday of the Month 

Time: 7:00 PM 

Exceptions: JULY, AUGUST & DECEMBER 

BY NOTIFICATION ï All meetings are open to the public ð come out to 

         support your community 

Issue 14, Sept., 2008 
Submissions due December 1, 2008 

 

A funny thing happened to me while visiting 
my family and friends in Ottawa this past 
August.  My sister-in-law (who shall remain 
nameless) asked if I would like to do some 
weeding in her flower bed.  Once Iôd finished 
this task, I felt an itch on my leg and attrib-
uted it to a mosquito bite.  Come to find out I 
had been exposed to poison ivy and devel-
oped a serious reaction to it.  Many lotions,  
potions and sleepless nights, (not to men-
tion 3 trips to the doctor), I finally do not look 
like a partially cooked lobster!  Other than 
this mishap, I had a lovely time! Hope you all 
had a great summer. 
 
On a serious note, I would like to extend my 
sympathies to Mrs. Hilda Reece (& family), a 
longtime Centreville resident, Good 
Neighbour Club member and my special 
friend, on the loss of her grandson,  
Mitchell A. Ells. 
 
The Centre Post is published four 
times a year:  

September - December, 
March and June. 

 
DEADLINES for news items, etc. are due by 
the 1st day of these months, with the News-
letter at the outlets by the 21st.  It is always 
good to get your information in earlier than 
the deadline. 
 
Thank you to all our current contributors and 
I encourage anyone in the community to 
submit your ideas, recipes, crafts, etc. for 

our December issue. 

EDITORôS NOTE 

  By  Suzanne Trudeau Gormley

(a.k.a. Centre Post Lady) 
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FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS,  

STORIES, ADS or INFORMATION 

CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:  
 

Set-up of newsletter, contact: 
 
Suzanne Trudeau Gormley at 678-7769 

E-mail: centrepostlady@hotmail.com 
 

To place an advertisement, call: 

Mike Sweeney at 679-2780. 

The ólookô of Centreville has developed considerably since Europeans first immi-

grated here. The first settlers cleared land, constructed homes and raised families 

who would go to the schools and churches they built, buy their goods from local 

stores and become Centreville of Kings County. 
 
As times progressed, so did the village.  A sawmill employed people of the area 

for a while, as did a train station, now a ócomputer stationô. Orchards grew large 

and bountiful and eventually outgrew their usefulness in overseas markets.  No 

longer is there a rink for skating in the winter, nor a Blueberry Express train that 

once meandered through the area, taking apples to market or children to school.  
 
Now there are iPods and texting, graffiti and ótudes.  But one thing that has re-

mained constant through the years is that Centreville remains a great community 

to live in and raise a family.  
 
Communities like this donôt just happen.  Centreville is a growing entity that 

needs the help of its constituents to remain healthy.  Weôre fortunate in having 

people with vision and voice who are willing to participate in the maintenance and 

growth that is required. 
 
When Mike and Glenna Sweeney first arrived here a decade ago, the Centreville 

District Community Development Association (CDCDA) had already been in its 

formative stages due to a proposal instigated by community members and Kings 

Community Economic Development (Kings CED) in 1997.  It had gone through 

its initial steps by this point and was now ready for new leadership.  
 
Prior to this initiative there were concerns expressed by Centreville residents 

about issues such as safety and security, of having control of their community re-

sources and developmentðespecially with the rapid expansion going on.  Centre-

ville had seen a 59% growth in the area over the previous decade in the new sub-

divisions.   

(continued on p. 2) 

Community Development in Centreville 

by Marke Slipp 
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Constituency Office 
 

Honourable Mark Parent  
MLA for Kings North 

 
     381B Main Street, Kentville, Nova Scotia , Canada B4N 1K7 

Telephone 902 678-2730 Fax 902 678-4236   

 
   markparent@ns.aliantzinc.ca 

The population since 1976 had increased from 400 to over 1000.  

New businesses, a museum and a golf course were now estab-

lished in the area.  Parks, churches and community facilities had 

doubled in size.  And so had the trafficðwhich brought with it 

illegal passing and speeding on the main streets.  As well, a lack 

of facilities was identified, such as no school, no public transpor-

tation, and not enough suitable places for youth to meet. 
 
The residents felt they had to do something positive and proac-

tive moving into the next century.  Community volunteers 

formed a steering committee in early 1998:  Celia Best, Brad 

Brown, Larry Hake, Betty Harper, Marilyn Kennedy, Bob Neil-

son and Isabel Tate.  Resource people from the municipality in-

cluded the ubiquitous and capable Municipal Councilor, 

Madonna Spinazola, Robin Marshall (Executive Director) and 

Jessica Patterson (Office Manager) of Kings CED, and Bill But-

ler, Director of Community Development.  By July of 1999 these 

industrious and community-minded souls had formalized the 

creation of the new organization that would steer them into the 

next phase: the CDCDA. 
 
Now likely, if youôve read this far, you already have an interest 

in this community as well as this organization.  This is a good 

thing ð if we donôt have people in the community that are will-

ing and able to take an interest, apply some vision, and make 

some decisions about our common future, then weôll have people 

from outside our communityðwho donôt know or appreciate our 

issuesðmaking decisions for us.  I donôt think any of us want 

that to happen.  And thatôs where Mike Sweeney comes back 

into this. 
 
Mike asked me to do an article on how the Centreville Area Ad-

visory Committee (CAAC) came into being.  Although I donôt 

know him well, I do know he takes these responsibilities on will-

ingly.  Trying to get a sense of his ówhyô, I said, "I guess you're 

planning on living here a long time."  He replied, "This is my 

passion.  I enjoy doing these kinds of things."  
 
Mike Sweeney doesn't do these things out of obligation to his 

community, but rather because he gets enjoyment from it.  It 

turns out he spent 36 years in construction engineering with the 

Canadian Armed Forces.  It would be a skill that would become 

quite useful here in the now-designated Residential Growth Cen-

tre we know as Centreville. 
 
Mike took up the challenge to move the plan to the next stage.  

There were new people on the board of the CDCDA: Merv Sted-

Community Development in Centreville (continued from cover page) 

man, Peggy Sheffield, Jim Hoyt, Marilyn Kennedy, David 

Briggs, and Doug Brown are some of the volunteers offering 

their time and energy in the pursuit of a better community.  

CDCDA distributed a questionnaire to residents, compiled the 

results from 65 respondents and set forth a plan to make Centre-

ville ñA Good Place to Live and Growòðthe areaôs newly 

minted motto. 
 
Among the top seven priorities identified: Safety and Security 

(lights, bike lanes, sidewalks), Communications (newsletter, 

community outreach, a voice to municipal council) and Facili-

ties (walking trails, modernize the hallôs kitchen, playground 

equipment).  These are but a few of the many respondentsô sug-

gestions that were incorporated into the larger plan. 
 
The residents also identified development as a concern.  And 

they wanted to be sure that the Municipality would recognize 

them and respond to the needs of the community.  A plan would 

need to be created.  Making a Secondary Planning Strategy 

(SPS) as well as an Area Advisory Committee (CAAC) re-

quired some heavy commitment from Centrevillians.  Fortu-

nately, many community volunteers responded well to this new 

challenge. 
 
Centreville was ñteamed upò with another one of the 11 desig-

nated Growth Centres in the County, but soon realized that it 

would be better to ógo it aloneô, as the needs, requirements and 

commitment were quite different in the two communities.  The 

SPS was ñthree years in the makingò, according to Mr. 

Sweeney, and identified Centrevilleôs primary goals.  High-

lights of these include Parks and Recreation, Transportation, 

Sewers, Water Supply, Storm Water Management, as well as 

Tourism and Heritage; seemingly pretty routine stuff but totally 

necessary in the development of a modern community.  Each 

area has goals, objectives and policy attached to them.  It is a 

comprehensive and detailed report. 
 
There is also flexibility contained to change what has been de-

fined in the document.  An advisory committee (CAAC) was 

established this summer to help advise Council on issues such 

as Development and Rezoning that would impact Centrevil-

lians.  
 
The CAAC advises on applications that require rezoning or 

inclusion.  A case in point is the application by the owners of 

the Delft Haus B&B, Ray and Debra Ridley, who would  

(continued on P. 3) 

 

DELFT HAUS B & B  

4 ½ Star ï Tel: (902) 678 4333 

1942 Hwy 359 - Centreville 

 

The perfect location for a romantic getaway, or pam-

per weekend with friends - enjoy our fabulous on-site 

AVEDA spa facilities by BeLeaf Salon & Spa. Check 

our monthly specials at www.delfthaus.com  

http://www.delfthaus.com/
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HALLôS MARITIME WELDING LTD. 
Centreville (Northville), N.S. 

 
WOOD SPLITTERS 

  -Tractor & Portable Models 

­ SALES, SERVICE AND RENTALS 

­ BOILER RETUBING 

­ SANDBLASTING, SAND 

­ CERTIFIED HI-PRESSURE PIPE WELDING 

ALL TYPES OF WELDING MIG, TIG, STAINLESS, ALUMINUM AND CAST RON 

      Phone 902-678-6559  Toll Free 1-866-678-

 

raised ten children of their own includ-
ing looking after the foster children in 
their care.  Leota OôConnell resides at 
Evergreen Nursing Home and she is 
proud that she has helped over two 
hundred foster children during her 
forty years of operating a foster home. 
Sheila is the oldest of her nine siblings 
and from an early age she helped with 
the younger siblings and the foster 
children living in their home.  It has 
been said that Sheila was not recog-
nized without a small child on her hip.  
Her love and caring for children began 
in her parentsô home at an early age. 
 
Sheila was previously married to Lloyd 
Haggerty and they began fostering 
children in 1978.  During their time of 
fostering children together, they oper-
ated an emergency foster home.  
Sheila and Lloyd had three children of 
their own.  Two of their children they 
adopted, one was a former foster son 
and he required special needs.  Sheila 
and Lloyd continued to help children in 
their foster home until 1988 when 
Lloyd developed a heart condition. 
During their ten years of operating a 
foster home they helped over one 
hundred children.  Lloyd passed away 
in 1991, at forty-six years of age. 
 
Sheila and I were married in 1993, 
and I became a step dad to her three 
children.  The oldest, Shawn, was 
working and living on his own; Tanya 
and Todd were going to school and 
living at home.  Sheila and I had been 
together seven years and Tanya had 
moved to Toronto working as a nanny 
and Todd was living in Halifax.  Our 
home was much quieter especially for 
Sheila because she had always had 
children around her. 

    (continued 

like to include a Teahouse in their facility.  

Working with the planning people and the 

CDCDA they have made application to the 

municipality for the rezoning (R2 to R2B) and 

are awaiting a decision on parking considera-

tions as of this writing.  The CAAC gave its 

blessing to Council regarding the expansionôs 

rezoning requirement as it already fit in with 

the goals and objectives established for the 

area.   
 
Communities like Centreville donôt just hap-

pen.  They require time and effort from people 

committed to making their spot on the planet a 

better place to live.  And it doesnôt stop there 

ð it needs to be continually watched and su-

pervised by community members as well.  

When you see one of the people noted that 

have taken their time, their commitment, their 

energy to make Centreville a Good Place To 

Grow And Live, be sure to acknowledge them, 

say a word of thanks, or even better, ask them 

if thereôs something they might need a hand 

with. 

 

The newly formed Centreville Area Advisory 

Committee, a part of the CDCDA 

 

L>R Jim Hoyt, Ray Ridley, Madonna 

Spinazola, Mike Sweeney, David Briggs 

It was the first week of August when I 
was reminded by Mike Sweeney that 
the deadline for submitting articles to 
be published in the Centre Post is 
September1st.  From the beginning 
when I first began submitting articles 
to the Centreville Voice, I have written 
mostly concerning the history, the 
people and my experiences growing 
up in Centreville. These are the topics 
that are of little effort for me to write 
about and with no shortage of mate-
rial. I donôt want my stories to be terri-
bly boring for the readers and I make 
an effort to mention some things that 
may interest them.  I have thought 
that perhaps I enjoy writing about 
Centreville and my memories more 
than the readers enjoy reading about 
them.  It was almost the middle of Au-
gust and I had not decided from my 
usual topics which one to write about 
that would be of interest.  I asked the 
editor of the Centre Post, Suzanne 
Gormley, for suggestions and her re-
ply was, "Why donôt you write about 
foster parenting?"  Well, I was sur-
prised by her reply because I had not 
expected to have an opportunity to 
write about subjects not concerning 
Centreville or about our experiences 
concerning foster parenting. I wel-
come Suzanneôs suggestion and I will 
begin by asking the readers to under-
stand the reasons I do not use names 
is to protect the children that have 
been placed in our care. 
 
My wife Sheila and I opened our 
home here in Centreville for childrenôs 
foster care in March, 2000. Sheilaôs 
foster care experiences go back to 
when she was a child and living in her 
parentsô home.  Her parents are Don-
ald and Leota OôConnell and they 

Community Development in 

 Centreville  
 (continued from P. 2) 

Story from the Family Farm 

By Mack Frail 
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Readers of the Centre Post 
 
I have been asked to write in the Centre 
Post one last time as your Municipal 
Councillor.  I will make an effort to provide 
some history and background into my 
fourteen years of service to the residents 
and taxpayers of  
District #3.   
 
I have decided not to re-offer for Council 
in the upcoming October Municipal Elec-
tions.  It is time for me to step down and 
slow down.  I have had the privilege of 
representing you and the people of Kings 
County for just over fourteen years.  Dur-
ing my terms of Office, I have been able to 
accomplish a number of initiatives that I 
am proud of.  Most all of those initiatives 
have been successful because of the in-
volvement of citizens, like you, who when 
given the tools and support have success-
fully been able to achieve, for the most 
part, your individual and community goals.  
I am confident leaving my position as your 
elected representative that communities in 
District #3 have had significant successes 
in preservation, growth and improved 
quality of life.  I sincerely thank each and 
every one of you for your support and for 
what you have taught me over the years.  
I believe that I have personally grown be-
cause of your involvement. 
 
I entered Municipal Council in 1994 by 
acclamation and quickly learned that in 
order to represent my constituents in an 
effective manner I would need to learn all I 
could about Municipal politics and how the 
system worked.  I enrolled in Dalhousie 
Universityôs Certificate in Municipal Gov-
erning and successfully completed the 
Program in September of 1995.  The Mu-
nicipal Governing course gave me a very 
good understanding of planning and land 
use issue, municipal financing and strate-
gic planning. It was a challenging course 
and took up a lot of personal time, and 
resulted in providing me with new tools for 
the position of Municipal Councillor. The 
role of a Councillor is one that demands 

the person to be up-to-date on Municipal 
policies, finances, planning and by-laws; as 
well as being available to your constituents 
and remembering they are the reason that 
you are sitting in the Council Chambers.  
 

 
It was in 1997 while canvassing for my 
second term of office that I began to under-
stand better the process and importance of 
community involvement in Municipal mat-
ters.  Also, during this period the commu-
nity of Hallôs Harbour experienced a severe 
storm that threatened our main wharf and 
the well being of our community.  The com-
munity went through a number of changes 
and developed a Community Development 
Association.  I was the founding president 
of the Hallôs Harbour Community Develop-
ment Association, and felt that this type of 
community organization may well be the 
instrument to assist the community of Cen-
treville.  Hallôs Harbour was very success-
ful in maintaining and preserving their infra-
structure as well as securing the long term 
sustainability of the fishing industry as well 
as the ever growing tourism industry.  At 
that time, Community Development Asso-
ciations were fast becoming a vehicle for 
community growth in Kings County. Media 
articles stated: ñA new instrument to help 
communities actualize their own visions for 
their future evolved in Kings County in the 
form of ñCommunity Development Associa-
tions.ò  The Community Development As-
sociations (CDA) that I became involved in 
were a not-for-profit organization totally run 
by community volunteer members from 
each group or organizations within a com-
munity.  In 1997, this was a new tool in 
Community Economic Development 
(CED); with great potential to help commu-
nities build capacity and play a lead role to 
strengthen and sustain a community.  The 

Federal and Provincial Governments of the 
day placed emphasis on centralization which 
led to the migration of our younger residents to 
larger urban areas for employment, and the 
local community corner store, post office and 
schools were beginning to close, all guaran-
teeing that our rural way of life was fast be-
coming a commodity of the past.  Community 
Development Associations (CDA), during this 
time, was being formed as a tool to give com-
munity members a stronger voice.   
 
While canvassing in the Centreville area I soon 
learned of the wants and needs of your com-
munity.  Some of the concerns expressed 
were safety, and security issues, tot-tot recrea-
tion, having control over community resources, 
and the rapid growth of Centreville to name a 
few.  There were several organizations all re-
questing assistance.  I realized that to better 
serve community needs that we would need to 
arrange for a public meeting to determine if a 
CDA might be the instrument for community 
improvement within Centreville and to develop 
a vision on how the residents of Centreville 
saw their community in 10 ï 20 years! 
 
Approximately 50 people attended a public 
meeting held on February 6th, 1998 to discuss 
the present and future concerns of Centreville.  
The meeting resulted in a steering committee 
being formed to begin the process of commu-
nity consultation.  Some of the Centre Post 
readers will remember volunteers were en-
couraged at the public meeting to represent all 
aspects of your community.  A representative 
of the Church, Parks & Recreation, Girl 
Guides, Boy Scouts, MacDonald Museum, 
Business and concerned residents agreed to 
participate.  Other resources attending the 

meeting and willing to assist with this task 
included Robin Marshall, Executive Direc-
tor for Kings Community Economic Devel-
opment (CED). Bill Butler, Director of 
Planning for the Municipality of Kings and 
Jessica, Executive Assistant, Kings CED.  
Events were happening quickly in  
 

(continued on P. 6) 

Message from your Municipal Councillor 
Madonna Spinazola, District #3 

August 2008 

ñNever doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world.  Indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has.ò 
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Stevenson Repair  
Walter Stevenson 

1666 Hwy #359 

Centreville B0P 1J0 

678-2615 

Email: sherir@eastlink.ca 

 
 

Specializing in starter and alternator repair 

INGREDIENTS  
 
Cake: 

¶ 2 cups all-purpose flour 

¶ 2 teaspoons baking powder 

¶ 1/2 teaspoon salt 

¶ 1/2 cup butter 

¶ 1 cup white sugar 

¶ 1 egg 

¶ 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

¶ 1/2 cup milk 

¶ 1 cup fresh Country 

MagicTM  blueberries 

¶ 1/4 cup icing sugar for  

 dusting 

 

 

Topping: 

¶ 1 cup packed brown sugar 

¶ 2/3 cup all-purpose flour 

¶ 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

¶ 1/2 cup butter 

 Blueberry Coffee Cake  

Between the Bushes 

Fall Fund Raiser - Oct. 2  This year 

will be in support of Apple Tree Landing Chil-

drenôs Centre and Kids Action Program and will 

be held at Between the Bushes Restaurant 
Tickets available by calling 582-1445 or drop by 

the office at 1225 Middle Dyke Rd.. 

Fall Hours - commencing Sept. 23rd 
TuesdayðSunday:  Lunch: 11:30 amð2:30 pm 

FridayðSunday:     Dinner:  5:00 pmð8:00 pm  

Reservations recommended   

Experience 
 fine dining in a  

 country atmosphere 

 
1225 Middle Dyke Rd. 

Sheffield Mills 

tel:  902.582-3648 

Last evening, as I was working in the kitchen of my 
home, I noticed two spiders, working at their web 
outside the window.  Although I have never been 
fond of spiders, I was fascinated by the way they 
work.  
 
As I watched the spiders it reminded me of the chil-
drenôs book by E.B. Milne, called Charlotteôs Web.  It 
is a wonderful book about friendship.  
 
In a conversation that takes place near the end of 
the book, Charlotte says to her friend Wilbur the pig, 
ñYouôve been my friend.  That in itself is a tremen-
dous thing.  I wove my webs for you because I liked 
you.  After all, whatôs a life anyway?  Weôre born, we 
live a little while, we die.  A spiderôs life canôt help 
being something of a mess, with all this trapping and 
eating flies.  By helping you, perhaps, I was trying to 
lift up my life a trifle.  Heaven knows anyoneôs life 
can stand a little of that.ò 
 
Isnôt it true that every one can use a bit of lifting up in 
their lives?  Anyone familiar with the story will re-
member that Wilbur, the little pig, felt very lonely in 
his pen.  A tiny spider, named Charlotte, took notice 
of him and developed a relationship with him.  This 
relationship enabled Wilbur to mature into a strong 
and sensitive creature.  His life was made better 
because he had known Charlotte. 
 
Being a friend lifts us up because we know that we 
give of ourselves and that we make a difference in 
another personôs life.  It adds value to who we are.  
Having a friend lifts us up because we know that we 
are not alone, that others are there to share the joys 
and struggles of life. 
 
I donôt know if the two spiders in the corner of the 
window were friends or even were having a discus-
sion with each other but I know that my life wouldnôt 
be the same if I couldnôt be a friend or if I didnôt have 
any friends.  Friendship makes a world of difference.  
 
Could it be the reason why Jesus put such a strong 
emphasis on loving others?  Friendship, based on 
love, respect and caring can change a life.  May we 
be like Charlotte and befriend others.  And may we 
be like Wilbur and accept others friendship! 

DIRECTIONS  
 
1. Heat oven to 350oF.  

Coat a Bundt pan with 

cooking spray. 

 

2. Make the streusel topping: Mix 1 

brown cup sugar, 2/3 cup flour, and 

cinnamon in a medium bowl.  Cut 

in 1/2 cup butter or margarine; mix-

ture will be crumbly. Set aside.  

 

3. For the cake: Beat 1/2 cup butter or 

margarine in large bowl until 

creamy; add 1 cup white sugar, and 

beat until fluffy.  Beat in egg and 

vanilla.  Whisk together 2 cups 

flour, baking powder, and salt; add 

alternately with the milk to the 

creamed mixture, beating well after 

each addition. 

  

4. Spread half the batter in the pre-

pared pan.  Cover with berries, and 

add remaining batter by table-

spoons. Cover with streusel top-

ping. 

  

5. Bake at 350oF for 55 to 60 minutes, 

until golden brown. Remove pan to 

wire rack to cool. Invert onto a 

plate after cake has cooled, and 

dust with icing sugar.  

WARDõS GENERAL STORE 
 

CENTREVILLE, KINGS CO., NS 

 

PHONE: 678-2411 

 
GROCERIES-ICE-MEAT-PRODUCE 

   A Lesson from a Spider 
 

By Marc Potvin 
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1744 Highway 359 Centreville, Nova Scotia B0P 1J0 

OPEN YEAR ROUND 

Fresh Produce & Great Prices 

Fish, Pepperoni, Homemade Bread, Pies, Milk, Eggs Cheese 

& Ice Cream available 

Phone 902-678-5253   *Toll Free 1-888-678-6382  

Specializing in Wholesale since 1991 

Right whales and how important the 
Bay of Fundy is to this species sur-
vival will be the focus in this issue of 
the Centre Post. 
 
It was in June of 1996 that NATO 
had planned naval maneuvers at the 
mouth of the Bay of Fundy.  Then 
came the arrival of four well known 
right whales by the names of Lucky, 
Gemini, Baldy and Necklace along 
with several other whales.  This was 
the start of their annual summer so-
journ in the area.  The NATO ma-
neuvers of 36 large war ships were 
abruptly cancelled.  Researchers 
and biologists such as Deborah 
Tobin and Jerry Conway were 
alarmed at the danger these ships 
could have on the whale pods.  They 
and other whale supporters con-
vinced the Minister of Defence at 
that time to intervene and cancel the 
NATO maneuvers.  If only one 
whale collided with a vessel and was 
injured or killed the public outcry 
would be echoed worldwide. 
 
The impact of one right whale being 
killed would have an enormous ef-
fect on the entire species as there 
are fewer than 300 left in the North 
Atlantic. 
 
This was one triumph in one small 
battle of a much larger war that they 
may be slowly losing. 
 
It was thought that right whales once 
roamed the North Atlantic in the tens 
of thousands.  Whaling began in the 
11

th
 century with little impact until the 

18
th
 and 19

th
 centuries when high 

demand for a wide range of raw ma-
terials such as oil, flesh and baleen 
which was used as stiffeners for 
clothing, folding fans and decorative 

articles.  Right whales, because of their 
size, were an easy prey and because of 
its thick blubber layer made it float when 
dead.  After virtually exterminating the 
species the League of Nations rubber-
stamped a legal end to the hunt world-
wide in hopes that the population would 
recover.  In the last 60 years there is 
little evidence that the population has 
recovered. 
 
It is noted that most whales die due to 
collisions with boats instead of natural 
cause.  Fishing gear and propellers from 
boats also causes serious injuries.  Be-
cause of the dumping of contaminants 
and other toxins the likelihood is that 
survival, growth, reproduction and be-
havior are being impaired along with 
more susceptibility to disease. 
 
Many whales have been monitored over 
the years and the four mentioned at the 
beginning of this issue are well known 
by researchers and biologists. 
 
In the Bay of Fundy there are now over 
30 whale watching tours that take tour-
ists out to their pods.  As one operator 
said that in the early days of whale 
watching with only two or three opera-
tors, the whales had a lot of time for 
themselves.  Now, as soon as his tour 
leaves there is another one and then 
another one on the whales leaving them 
with little alone time in their natural habi-
tat. 
 
Only lip service has been given by Gov-
ernment officials to try to regulate the 
industry and the Department of Tour-
isms from both the Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick governments have only 
made the problem worse by using large 
ads to attract visitors from all over the 
world to come to the Bay of Fundy and  

 
The Bay of Fundy - Right Whales 

 By Dick Killam 

Message from your  
Municipal Councillor 
Madonna Spinazola, 

District #3 

(continued from P. 4) 

Centreville and on February 26
th
, 

1998 a Needs Assessment and Fu-
ture planning session of Centreville 
took place.  Many of you involved are 
still here in Centreville and will re-
member the many meetings that took 
place over a nine month period to 
organize the Centreville & District 
Community Development Associa-
tion.  We all worked tirelessly to in-
volve the public and put a plan in 
place. 
 
Issues discussed included Concerns 
of how the community has grown - 
1986 -1996 59% increase in Centre-
ville; New Subdivisions - tot lots, rec-
reation facilities, Community Hall, 
Roads and sidewalks - street lights 
etc, and Reconnecting with the sense 
of community.   
 
We all soon discovered that commu-
nities are powerful entities when they 
are organized and have a clear vision 
of their destiny.  We have seen the 
proof of this in several communities 
here in District 3, in Meadowview, in 
Hallôs Harbour and we have certainly 
seen what the community of Centre-
ville has achieved by working to-
gether. 
 
Your community not only has a vi-
brant and effective Community De-
velopment Association that has 
helped to facilitate recreation infra-
structure, Community Hall improve-
ments, a community emergency pre-
paredness plan, a successful secon-
dary planning strategy providing a 
vision for your community future  
 

(continued on P. 8)   


